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January 19, 2007 
 
 
Don Bahl 
BAHL HOMES 
465-8429 
Via E-Mail 
 
Re: Fireplace & Chimney Inspection 
 228 University Avenue 
 Menlo Park, CA  
     
Dear Don, 
 
 We have inspected the above referenced fireplaces and chimneys as requested. Our report on these 
units follows. 
 
Living Room Fireplace & Chimney: This is a two-story masonry chimney. Our stress test revealed no 
visible sign of lateral movement or structural instability of the exterior chimney stack. The lower exterior 
shoulder area is in good condition with no visible sign of cracking or structural deterioration. The chimney is 
equipped with a spark arrester/rain cap. The top mortar cap and interior flue liners are in good condition with 
no visible sign of cracking or structural deterioration. There are missing pieces of counter flashing around 
the chimney that should be replaced to provide maximum protection from moisture intrusion. A gap was 
noted between the chimney and sheet metal siding. We recommend sealing this gap to prevent moisture 
intrusion behind the chimney structure. 
 
 The interior facing, hearth and firebox areas are in good condition. The damper was serviceable at 
the time of this inspection. The chimney does not need cleaning at this time. Although it is our opinion this 
fireplace and chimney is structurally sound and serviceable, we recommend the following corrections as part 
of routine maintenance: 
 
 At your request we will furnish labor and materials to install new counter flashing and seal gap 
between the chimney and sheet metal siding for $195. 
 
Family Room Fireplace & Chimney: This is a two-story masonry chimney with a painted stucco finish. 
Our stress test revealed no visible sign of lateral movement or structural instability of the exterior chimney 
stack. There is minor cracking at the exterior stucco that is a result of normal aging. No repairs are necessary 
at this time. The chimney is equipped with a spark arrester/rain cap. The top mortar cap and interior flue 
liners are in good condition with no visible sign of cracking or structural deterioration. The counter flashing 
around this chimney needs to be replaced to provide maximum protection from moisture intrusion. 
 
 The interior facing, hearth and firebox areas are in good condition. The damper was serviceable at 
the time of this inspection. There is a gas log lighter at this fireplace. We cannot comment on the 
serviceability or code compliancy of this gas line. We recommend consulting with a licensed plumber for 
any questions regarding this gas unit. A damper stopper should be installed to provide continuous ventilation 
for the gas lighter. A damper stopper is a small "c-clamp" that attaches to the damper blade and leaves a  
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small gap that will allow escaping gas fumes to draw up the chimney. There is visible creosote in the firebox 
and throat area of this fireplace that should be removed to provide a safe burning environment. We 
recommend the following corrections as part of routine maintenance: 
 
 At your request we will furnish labor and materials to install new counter flashing around the 
chimney ($140), install a damper stopper ($35) and clean this chimney ($130) for $305 (total combined job 
costs $500; minimum job costs $185). Please let us know if we can assist you with these repairs.  
 

Since excessive lateral pressure can create a break in a chimney, no comment can be given as to 
future occurrences and to the condition of this chimney after subsequent inspections are performed.  This 
inspection report in no way guarantees the present structural strength of this chimney and we assume no 
liability for the future stability of said chimney.  We take no responsibility for the draw of this fireplace. 
This inspection is limited to all areas above the foundation. Please refer to your home inspector’s or 
foundation report for any comments regarding the sub-area of this fireplace. This was a non-intrusive 
inspection and no permanent components or features of this fireplace and chimney was removed during the 
course of this inspection. We assume no liability for the construction or code design of this unit behind any 
permanent component or feature.  This report is valid for 30 days from above date. 
 
Sincerely, 
MP3 MASONRY 
 
 
Patricia Gere 
Owner 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Cancellation Policy: Authorized work may be cancelled up to 2 working days prior to scheduled work date 
without penalty. Work cancelled less than 2 working days prior to scheduled work date will be assessed 10% 
of total job costs, payable immediately. 
 
Animals: Dogs or other animals cannot be in working area while crews are on site. Mason shall not be 
responsible for handling or moving animals under any circumstance. Mason shall not be responsible for lost 
or runaway pets. A rescheduling fee of $150 will apply if mason cannot access property due to presence of 
animals on scheduled work day. 
 
Authorized to Proceed With Above Recommended Repairs:  Payment to be made upon completion of work.  
Accounts exceeding 30 days past billing date will be charged $75 per month.  
  
 
Dated: _________________________          Signature:  ________________________________ 


